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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "said network device" in 
line 3 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 09/824,005 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2182 

5. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Levi (U.S. Patent No. 6,658,586) in view of 
Shimura (U.S. Patent No. 5,785,041). 

6. Referring to method claims 1 and 3, systems claim 5,7, and 
8, and apparatus claim 9, Levi teaches a system and method for 
managing a plurality of network devices comprising the steps of: 

setting identification information to said network device 
by assigning identification information to each network device 
by means of management equipment (server) (see abstract and 
lines 5-19 of column 2) ; and 

indicating the network device with the identifier which is 
the same as said identification information onto a screen for 
network device management in said management equipment (see 
lines see paragraph bridging columns 8 and 9) . 

Levi fails to teach the limitation of outputting said 
identification information visually on the operation panel of 
the network device . 

Shimura teaches the above limitation in a printer that (see 
lines 50-57 of column 3) allows for ability to designate a 
printing operation for a special printer only (see lines 40-44 
of column 1) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
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modify the system and method of Levi with the above teachings of 
Shimura in order to print to a special printer only, as 
suggested by Shimura, 

7. Referring to method claim 2, system claim 6, and apparatus 
claim 10, Levi teaches the setting step comprises the steps of: 

retrieving a database having said identification 
information related to each network device (see lines 33-63 of 
column 8 ) ; and 

assigning said identification information automatically to 
said network device (see lines 33-63 of column 8) . 

8. Referring to method claim 4 and apparatus claim 11, the 
combination of Levi and Shimura fails to explicitly set forth 
the limitation that the identifier comprises a primary 
identifier and a secondary identifier respectively including a 
color and letter, however Shimura does disclose the 
identification information should be peculiar to each device 
(see abstract) ♦ 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Levi and Shimura such that the identification 
information comprises a primary identifier and a secondary 
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identifier respectively includes a color and letter in order to 
uniquely distinguish the printers from one another. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

The following references were cited to further show the 
state of the art as it pertains to network device management: 

U.S. Patent No. 6,425,007 to Messinger teaches managing a 
network from a management station that displays on the screen of 
the management station, a logical representation and device ID 
of all of the network devices. 

U.S. Patent No. to Hansen et al . teaches comparing device 
ID to a device ID database to determine changes in the network 
topology. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 703 3 05-7800. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey A Gaff in can be 
reached on 703 308-3301. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 

EJS 

June 29, 2004 j 




